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The State of the Family: The Constitution 

and the American Family
Spring 2009
Course Schedule
	
	WEEK 1 (January 19-23)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Introduction to constitutional law and the family

Reading: none 
	Topic: Understanding liberty

Reading: Mill: Editor’s introduction (pp. ix-xxxi required); Chapter 1 (Introductory)

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY -Topic: Intro to research project; Finding good sources 

Handout: Topic list and rating form

	

	
	WEEK 2 (January 26-30)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	 Topic: Understanding liberty

Reading: Mill: Editor’s introduction (pp. xxxi-xxxviii); Chapters 2 (On Liberty of Thought and Discussion), 3 (Of Individuality) and 4 (Of the Limits of Authority)
	Topic: Basics of constitutional analysis 

Reading: none

Handout: Constitutional Amendments

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Understanding liberty

Reading: same
	FRIDAY: Topic rating form due at 4:30 PM in dropbox;
AND First draft of case decision due at 4:30 PM in dropbox

	

	
	WEEK 3 (February 2-6)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Understanding liberty 

Assignment: Revised version of case decision due at class time – one copy for self; one for C3
Reading: Mill
	Topic: Understanding liberty – Group Presentations
Reading: Mill

Handout: case worksheet

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Using search databases 

Handouts:  Topic assignments, NOS assignment and worksheet
LOCATION: ODY 140B 

	

	
	WEEK 4 (February 9-13)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Parental rights

Readings: Meyer, Pierce and Prince
Return revised case decisions
	Topic: The best interests of the child

Reading: none

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Web sources; citation format; writing workshop

	FRIDAY: Notes on Sources I with research binder due by 4:30 PM to Cathy’s office


	
	WEEK 5 (February 16-20)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Child abuse & neglect: The problem with definitions

Reading: none

Research binders available for pick-up
	Topic: Child abuse & neglect: Constitutional rights in termination cases

Reading: Lassiter v. Department of Social Services

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY (2/17): Final draft of case decision (with all previous drafts) due in morning class
	TUESDAY - Topic: Individual project conferences – 10 minute conferences (1:00-4:00)



	

	
	WEEK 6 (February 23-27)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Child abuse & neglect: Constitutional rights in termination cases

Reading: Santosky v. Kramer
	 Topic: Child abuse & neglect: A Constitutional right to state protection?
Reading: DeShaney v. Winnebago County

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Thesis, claims, and evidence; “Speed-dating” 


	FRIDAY: Notes on Sources II/Precis with research binder due by 4:30 PM to Cathy’s office

	

	
	WEEK 7 (March 2-6)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Same-Sex Marriage: The right to marry

Reading: Gerstmann, chapter 4

Research binders ready for pick-up
	Topic: Same-Sex Marriage: The right to same-sex marriage?

Reading: Lawrence majority opinion



	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Structuring a research paper



	

	
	WEEK 8 (March 9-13)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Same-Sex Marriage: The right to same-sex marriage?

Reading: Gerstmann, chapter 5; Lawrence majority opinion

Return TCEs in class
	Topic: Same-Sex Marriage: What else to consider?

Reading: Justice Scalia’s dissent in Lawrence; excerpt from Rauch

	Seminar & Project
	SUNDAY (3/8) - Thesis, Claims, and Evidence with reference list due by 2:00 PM  on Angel.
	TUESDAY: Topic: Individual project conferences – 10-minute conferences (1:00-4:00)

	SPRING BREAK - YEAH!


	
	WEEK 9 (March 23-27)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Ethics and rhetoric of working with sources; APA in-text citation format

Reading: All of Davis
	Topic: Preparing for the SYR days

Readings: none 

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY – Topic: Preparing for the SYR days; CSQ
Reading: Sharing Your Research packet
	FRIDAY - Functional outline with cover letter, reference list and research binder due at 4:30 PM to Cathy’s office 

	

	
	WEEK 10 (March 30-April 3)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: RESEARCH SKILLS EXAM
Research binders of first 4 SYR students ready
	Topic: Individual writing conferences Research binders of remaining students ready

	Seminar & Project
	Topic: Individual project/SYR conferences


	


	
	WEEK 11 (April 6-10)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (1); CSQ
Reading: readings for SYRs
	Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (2) 
Reading: readings for SYRs

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (1); Individual SYR conferences
Reading: readings for SYRs
	FRIDAY: Revised functional outline with reference list and research binder due at 4:30 PM to Cathy’s office; also submit FO to Angel

	

	
	WEEK 12 (April 13-17)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (2) 

Reading: readings for SYRs

Handout: Reflective essay assignment

Research binders ready for pick-up
	Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (2)
Reading: readings for SYRs

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Individual SYR conferences

	FRIDAY – Polished full or partial draft with cover letter and research binder due at 4:30 PM.to Cathy’s office

	

	
	WEEK 13 (April 20-24)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (2)

Reading: readings for SYRs
	Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (2)
Reading: readings for SYRs

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (1); Individual SYR conferences 
Reading: readings for SYRs


	
	WEEK 14 (April 27-May 1)

	
	TUESDAY
	THURSDAY

	Morning
	Topic: Sharing Your Research Day (2)

Reading: readings for SYRs

Research binders ready for pick up
	Topic:  Individual draft conferences 

	Seminar & Project
	TUESDAY - Topic: Wrapping up the semester; course evaluations
Reading: none

	

	
	EXAM WEEK

	
	May 6 (W)

	
	Final draft of research paper with research binder containing final reflective essay due at 4:30 PM to Cathy’s office.


